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Welcome


Hello and welcome to a new school year!  My name is Mr. Kreg Peterson and I am your child’s teacher this year. I am very excited to have your child in my room this year.  I look forward to building a partnership with you that will benefit your child’s growth academically, socially, and emotionally.  As the year begins, I plan to provide a safe and nurturing environment for my students so they will feel free to become all that they can be. The only mistake that your child can make in my classroom is not to try! 

Please read over the following information regarding our classroom.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at school 847-599-5576 or you can email me at kpeterson@bpd3.org .  I am generally in the building from 8:20- 3:50, or you can leave a message and I’ll get back to you at my earliest convenience or definitely the next morning.  It is my hope that we work together to make this your child’s greatest year ever!!


So you can get to know me a little better, here is some information about myself.  I am a former United States Marine, and have been teaching for 20 years.  I have taught regular education for 8 years and special education for 12 years.  I have my Bachelor’s in Education degree from Northeastern Illinois University and my Master’s in Education degree from North Park University.  I am married and have 4 wonderful children (3 boys and 1 girl).  During my time off I enjoy spending as much time as I can with my children, reading books, helping out in the church,  longboarding, running and swimming/scuba diving.

Please check out my incredible website: kpetersonbpd3.weebly.com
You can print off many resources here!!!! 
School Supplies


We will begin learning in our room right away, so it’s important that your child have the necessary supplies as soon as possible.  If you did not receive a supply list in the mail or at registration, let me know and I will send one home to you or check my website-http://kpetersonbpd3.weebly.com/supply-list.html
Discipline Plan


Your child deserves the most positive educational climate possible for their academic and behavioral growth.  Therefore, I have developed the following classroom discipline plan that provides every student the opportunity to manage his or her own behavior.  This plan will be in effect at all times.  We will discuss this plan in depth at school and I would truly appreciate if you would also discuss this at home.  

Classroom Rules: 1. Listen carefully



        2. Follow directions



        3. Work quietly, do not disturb others who are working.



        4. Respect others.  Be kind with your words and actions.



        5. Respect school and personal property.



        6. Work and play safely.

Students who follow the rules will receive--- praise, bee bucks (to exchange for goodies), stickers, extra free time, extra recess, good note or phone call home, treats, parties, movies, and special events.

When a student chooses to break a rule---


1st time:  Warning, name written on board lose 5 min. of free time or recess.

2nd time: Move Pin, lose 10 minutes of free time or recess.


3rd time:  Move Pin Again, lose all free time or recess and student calls
 
parent to explain his/her inappropriate behavior.

4th time:  Move Pin 3rd Time, student sent to principal, removal from

classroom.
 
**These may be altered through the year**
Assignment Notebooks, Homework, and Grading


One of the most beneficial and efficient tools we use is the student assignment books (or student agendas).  Your child will receive this on the first day of school and we will fill it out everyday.  He/she will bring it home to you every night for you to read and sign—once their homework is completed.  Please look for my KP stamp to ensure that they copied the assignments exactly as I have written them on the assignment board.  Listed will be any homework, upcoming tests, and notes regarding field trips, book orders, special events, etc.  Please check and sign it everyday!!!  This is very important to keep the lines of communication open.  

Bonus---your child earns stickers on his/her homework chart each day if they remembered to have you sign the notebook and bring back any homework.

Our building GRADING SCALE is based on the following levels of performance in reference to the Illinois State Learning Standards/Common Core:


90-100% Excellent, exceeds standards/expectations


80-89%   Meets standards/expectations


79-71%   Developing Mastery

 0-70%    Needs improvement and support, below standards/expectations

HOMEWORK is very important in developing responsibility in your child and is also essential for his/her retention of skills learned in class.  In general, assignments are due the following school day.  Reading at home and studying spelling words are weekly assignments.


When a student returns his/her homework (on time and completed) with your signature in his/her assignment book, they will earn a sticker for their homework chart.  Once the chart is filled (20 stickers), they may choose a prize from our treasure chest.  I personally stock the treasure chest with stickers, pencils, small toys, and candy. This is a great incentive and the kids love it.  (If you would like to donate any “prizes” throughout the school year, I would greatly appreciate it.)


If homework is not completed and/or not returned to school on time, the student will lose minutes off of his/her free time or recess.  In addition, points are deducted from the percentage grade on that late assignment (five points per school day).  If late work becomes a recurring problem, I will contact you so we can discuss the problem and determine a solution to help your child turn in homework on time.

Transportation


If you plan on picking up your child after school (promptly at 3:35 for dismissal), please send a note in the assignment book or call so I know ahead of time.  Without notification from you, we assume your child will ride the bus home.  If you plan to pick him/her up every day for the school year, one note on file will suffice.  Also, if you know you will be picking up your child early during the school day, please call or send me a note so we can be prepared and it will cause limited disruption to our learning time.  Thank you very much for your help in this matter.

Story and Snack Time


Our lunch period is from 11:00--11:40.  The time from breakfast to lunch is short, however the afternoon can be quite a long time for most children.  We will have a snack time daily mid-afternoon while I read aloud to the students.  Please send an extra snack for your child daily, just something small and simple. This is very important and helps give them energy throughout the day.

Miscellaneous 


I will send home a bi-weekly/monthly newsletter on Fridays. Please read it carefully to learn what’s going on in our classroom academically, for fun, and for calendar events.

YOU CAN ALSO CHECK ON MY WEBSITE!!!!!!!
In closing, I am very excited for this new school year to begin.  September is a time of enthusiasm, excitement, and opportunity!  I look forward to getting to know your child and lead him/her in becoming a lifelong learner with lots of successes this school year.  Again, please call, write, or email with any questions or concerns.  Here’s to a great year!

Sincerely,

Mr. Peterson

Please cut here, fill out the bottom slip, and return it to school.  Thank you!

I have read Mr. Peterson’s classroom welcome letters, including the discipline policy and have discussed the contents with my child.

Student’s signature










Parent’s signature
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