
Reading Focus: Inferring 
Day 1: Introductory Lesson Day 2: Vocabulary-Unknown 

Words 

Day 3: Inferring Events from 

Pictures 

Day 4: Shared Reading/ 

Making Predictions 

Day 5: Author’s Purpose  

Whole Group: Scenario Cards 
Give students sample sentences to 

practice making inferences. Ex: Sue 

blew out the candles and got 

presents. What could you infer from 

this statement? Then, the teacher 

will have cards premade with 

scenarios. As a group or with a 

partner, students will tell what 

might be inferred or implied.  

 

To prepare:  

- Make scenario cards 

 

 

Whole Group: Using Context 

Clues to Determine Unknown 

Words 

The teacher will explain that 

sometimes readers run into words 

they are unsure of while reading.  

Inferring or figuring out the 

meaning of these words can be 

really important when 

understanding the story.  Good 

readers figure out the meaning of 

these unknown words by using their 

schema, paying attention to clues in 

the text or pictures, rereading, and 

talking with other readers.  The 

teacher will read aloud the story, 

Where Are You Going, Manyoni?   

 

To prepare: 

- Get a copy of the book, Where 

Are You Going, Manyoni? By 

Catherine Stock 

 

Whole Group: Wordless Picture 

Books 

The teacher will read share a 

wordless picture book with the 

students. The students will infer 

what is happening by looking at the 

pictures. They will make 

predictions and conclusions based 

on the pictures.  

 

To prepare: 

- Select a wordless picture book 

 

Whole Group: Inferring and 

Predicting Animals 

The teacher will read aloud poems 

from the book, If Not for the Cat by 

Jack Prelutsky. The teacher will 

read one poem at a time without 

showing the pictures. Students will 

use the hints and their schema to 

make a picture in their minds. The 

teacher will show the picture to see 

if the students’ predictions were 

correct or not. Then the students 

will discuss what helped them to 

infer what animal the poem was 

about.  

 

To prepare: 

- Get a copy of the book, If Not 

for the Cat by Jack Prelutsky 

Whole Group: Author’s Purpose 

The teacher will share and discuss 

the three main purposes to an 

author’s writing- to persuade, 

entertain, or inform. Then, the 

eacher will select a Halloween book 

and read it aloud.  The teacher will 

give students cards to hold up at the 

end of the story to share their vote 

on the purpose of the book. The 

teacher will discuss the author’s 

purpose. 

 

To prepare: 

- Select a seasonal book for read 

aloud 

- Create cards that say: to 

inform, to persuade and to 

entertain.  
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Students will look for scenarios in 

their reading that leads them to 

make inferences.  
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Guided Reading:   
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will model making inferences, help 
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reading  
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Take-Home Task:  
Students will read a short passage 

and infer the meaning of an 

unknown word. Students will use 

ideas from the story and of their 

own to make an inference. Students 

will turn in their assignment on 

Friday or Monday. 
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